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             Seldom do we find a herd like the extraordinary one presented for dispersal at 
this time.  Every animal selling carries this breeder’s prefix, and they are being made 
available to a discerning public when the herd has reached perhaps its highest level of 
performance to date.  Although Leroy & Michelle have never stopped moving forward 
with the Cave Creek herd, they have reached the stage in their lives that doing some-
thing else is an appropriate decision, thus this rare opportunity for their fellow Jersey 
breeders to benefit from what they have accomplished with their herd.  

By making an investment in breeding stock from this sale, you will be several 
steps ahead as you “take it to the next level” in breeding and developing future genera-
tions of Registered Jerseys™, working from the foundation provided by the dispersal of 
a true “genetic seedstock” herd.  Based on the acquisition of carefully selected fe-
males – each one carefully chosen across an extended time period as individual op-
portunities for appropriate purchases were presented – the Cave Creek herd has been 
developed by providing a management setting that encourages these well-chosen fe-
males to express their genetic potential for consistent annual calvings (sometimes 
slightly modified by successful flushing), and numerous lactations of high milk produc-
tion combined with traditional Jersey component levels. The breeding value of the herd 
has been further enhanced by creative matings to construct unique pedigrees within 
exceptional multi-generation maternal cow families. 

In order to fully appreciate the genetic stature of this herd, a Jersey breeder/
dairy owner/manger must step “outside the box” in reviewing the total package of infor-
mation presented.  Operating from a traditional upper Midwest tie stall barn with space 
for less than 40 milking cows, the competition to earn a place in the milking string has 
always been intense.  There is extremely limited yield deviation on the consistently 
high lactations in this herd, because only the very best first-calf heifers have been kept 
for subsequent lactations; therefore only a few animals ever attain really high genetic 
index ranking (yield deviation being a significant factor in the formula for calculating 
those indexes).  Cows lasting 6 or more lactations are not uncommon at Cave Creek 
Jerseys, demonstrating the superiority of Registered Jerseys™ for longevity and repro-
ductive efficiency.  This higher proportion of older cows in the herd has also been a 
factor in holding down the herd’s genetic index average, but it has clearly resulted in 
profitable levels of actual production of high-component milk, as well as presenting op-
portunities for merchandising of surplus females for dairy purposes on a regular basis. 

The unwavering goal of the breeding program at Cave Creek has been to pro-
duce long lasting animals with unique pedigrees, aiming toward getting lots of milk with 
traditional high Jersey component levels.  Lowering inbreeding and increasing the fre-
quency of the polled gene in the herd have also been important considerations in mat-
ing decisions, accomplished without compromising standards for performance and 
long-term profitability.  Sire selection has encompassed the globe, as both Danish and 
New Zealand genetics have been successfully included in the careful planning of mat-
ings.  Some low EFI US sires have been effectively utilized through the years, includ-
ing selective usage of some bulls when they were at the stage of having already aged 



out past their most prominent ranking on the active AI list. 
While many mating decisions have appropriately been made to enhance com-

ponent levels in the performance of resulting progeny, one prominent “milk” (and pro-
tein improvement) bull of the not-so-distant past – Yankee FW Chief – is found rela-
tively close up in the pedigrees of several of the foundation females of the present 
Cave Creek herd.  He sired the dam of “Yahoo” and “Yowza” as well as the dam of Kil-
mer Legend Lady, from whom the “K” family descends.  His influence has been 
brought back into the herd with the enthusiastic sampling of Riverbend Dunkirk Cole-P 
the past year (see reference pedigree on “Cole-P” for his “Yankee Chief” connection). 

The principal maternal cow families that comprise the present herd are pre-
sented, with highlights of their development and accomplishments to date: 

 
“V” family  

With more animals in the sale than any other cow family (19 females selling), 
this extraordinary line descending from Vandy Night Sand  has steadily proven its 
worth since she was purchased in the 1980 Northeast International Sale.  Consigned 
by Colonel & Mrs. Wilde of High Lawn Farm, she scored E-90% as a mature cow and 
had produced over 99,000 pounds of milk when she was sold as an older cow to Dr. 
Charles Wallace in the 1988 Clarkhaven milking herd dispersal. Born in 1978, she was 
a member of the “Sand” branch of High Lawn’s prolific and influential “May” family, and 
represented ten generations of development in the High Lawn herd, stretching across 
some sixty years (her 10th dam came to High Lawn from Vermont prior to 1920).  The 
sixth direct maternal generation of this cow family coming forward in Clark ownership is 
included in this sale. 

Clarkhaven 712 Top Brass Vanna, the last daughter of Vandy Night Sand, born 
just prior to the 1988 Clarkhaven sale, traveled from Maine to Ohio to Michigan to Wis-
consin with Leroy and Michelle, placing 8th for fat in the 2000 AJCA Living Lifetime 
production contest and establishing an extraordinary cow family along the way.  Even 
before the beginning of significant ET efforts at Cave Creek, this cow family managed 
to grow steadily in numbers through regular calvings and lots of heifers born.  Four 
generations down from “Vanna” is the latest Cave Creek AI bull mother – Cave Creek 
879 Lemvig Vetch. 
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“Y” family  
At the 1991 Minnesota State Sale, Gosser Yankee Sandy , VG-89%, was added to the 
Cave Creek herd as a bred heifer.  Calving initially at 1-11, she went on to complete 
nine lactations at Cave Creek, compiling a lifetime total of over 185,000 pounds of milk.  
Offered in this sale are 9 females and 4 bulls from this productive cow family, coming 
forward from her two daughters — “Yahoo” and “Yowza.”  To date, 3 sons of “Yahoo”  
have been placed in AI programs, each of whom have progeny in this sale: Cave 
Creek. Yogi 7JE614, Cave Creek Yogurt II-P-ET 76JE142, and Cave Creek Yucatan-
ET 14JE413 

 
“K” family  

Kilmer Legend Lady , E-91%, was acquired at the 1992 Minnesota State Sale, with 
two branches of her cow family developed over the past fifteen years.  One branch of 
this family has been in the ownership of Leroy & Michelle’s older son Caleb for several 
years, with embryos and other genetic merchandising opportunities contributing signifi-
cantly to coverage of his college expenses.  Amassing a lifetime total of over 150,000 
pounds of milk, “Lady” completed the first record over 29,000 pounds milk at Cave 
Creek, while her daughter “Kava” made their only 30,000-pound record. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“G” family  

At the 1988 New England Spring Sale, Comfort Brass Gwen  joined the herd, 
subsequently delivering a “Royal” daughter from whom this cow family has been devel-
oped.  Cave Creek 828 Yukon Gert (six direct maternal generations down from 
“Gwen”) and her offspring make up this family in the herd today.  Sired by Cave Creek 
Yukon, and her dam sired by Cave Creek Viking, “Gert” and her descendants thus 
carry significant genetic influence from both the “V” and “Y” families at Cave Creek. 

 
“W” family  

Originating as a Genetic Recovery line that began its development in the Clark-
haven herd, this family is represented in the sale by one milking animal and two young 
bulls, all descending from Cave Creek 795 Secret Wish-P. 
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“F” family  
Developed as a Genetic Recovery line that began with a grade heifer purchased 

at a herd dispersal near Rice Lake, Wisconsin, the “F” family has progressed rapidly 
the past dozen years, with 9 females and 2 young bulls offered in this sale.  “Felice” 
sells, along with 4 daughters, several granddaughters, one grandson and one great-
grandson. 
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